AP World History

AP World History is designed for highly motivated students who wish to earn college credit in high school through a rigorous academic program. This class approaches history in a nontraditional way in that it looks at the common threads of humanity over time- trade, religion, politics, society and technology-and it investigates how these things have changed and continued over time in different places.

Students refine their analytical abilities and critical thinking skills in order to understand historical and geographical context, make comparisons across cultures, use documents and other primary sources, and recognize and discuss different interpretations and historical frameworks.

This course imposes a heavy reading and writing load throughout the year, and the demands on students are equivalent to a full-year introductory college course. 

Specifically, the following AP World History themes will be used throughout the course to identify theses broad patterns and processes that explain change and continuity over time.

The Six AP World History Themes

1. The relationship of change and continuity from 8,000BCE to the present

2. Impact of interaction among and within major societies

3. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

4. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment.

5. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments.

6. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes towards states and political identities, including the emergence of nation-states.  

Course requirements

-     Prepare for and take the require AP exam

· Actively participate in class

· Complete all assignments thoroughly and on time

· Make up work when absent and in accordance with school policy

· Maintain an up-to-date note book consisting of student notes and handouts. Bring the notebook to class daily.

· Ask for help when you need it. I am here from 0700 to 1730 daily and am listed in the phonebook

· Take advantage to redo work for mastery of content and to improve your skills

 This is not a lecture course. Lectures will last no more that 20 minutes and make heavy use of PowerPoint presentations. Daily activities rely heavily on student preparation and are designed in order to encourage students to be responsible for their reading at home. Each class will begin with a quick higher- level thinking question form the previous nights reading, short unannounced reading quizzes are also possible and probable. In the first week of class we will work on student note taking skill and mental mapping. Students will spend considerable time writing essays on change over time and expressing and analyzing others point of view. 

During the year student will be paired and will develop a multi-media presentation on topics selected from units 4-6. Final preparation and presentations will be made 2 weeks after the AP exam. 

Grading Policy

Grades are based on the following format;

Unit Tests/exams
50%

Reading quizzes
15%

DBQ/essays

20%

In-class debates/
15%

Role playing/

Socratic seminars

Grades are issued every six weeks. Semester grades are an average of the preceding three 6 week grades and a required district semester exam, all equally weighted 

Texts

Main text: Bulliet, Richard W., Pamela Kyle Crossley, Daniel R. Headrick, Steven W. Hirsch, Lymann L. Johnson, David Norththrop. The Earth and Its Peoples; A Global History. 3rd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 2004.

Document Reader: Andrea, Al and Overfield, James. The Human Record: Sources of Global History, 4th ed. Vols 1 & 2 Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001.

Additional materials;

 Andrea Alfred J., The Medieval Record; Sources of Medieval History, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 

Bently, Jerry H., Old World Encounters; Cross-Cultural Contacts and Exchanges in Pre-Modern Times, New York: The Oxford Press, 1993.

Reilly Kevin, Worlds of History; A Comprehensive Reader, Vols. 1 & 2. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins Press, 2000.

Weisner, Merry E., William Bruce Wheeler, Franklin M. Doeringer, Kenneth R. Curtis. Discovering the Global Past: A Look At The Evidence, 2nd ed. Vols 1 & 2. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

Document Based Assessment Activities for Global History Classes. Noonan, J. Weston Walch, 1999.

DBQ Practice; 10 AP Style DBQs, William, ed. Social Studies School Services, 2004.

Cracking the AP World History Exam. Princeton Review, 2006.

How to Prepare For The AP World History Exam. 2nd ed. Barron’s, 2006.

Hammond Historical World Atlas, 2000. 

College Board Units;

The College Board has developed a series of world history thematic units. All units involve extensive analysis of original source documents and essay writing exercises. Many units include map creation and analysis, debates, role-playing and the creation of graphs and charts. Units stress comparing various cultures, religions, political systems, trade and leadership. Above all these units make student research and written analysis the focal point. Most units involve preliminary group work and conclude with individual analysis

Johnson, Debra Smith. Unit A1 The New World History: Introductory Unit, The College Board, 2003.

Johnson, Donald. Unit A2 The Spread of Universal Religions; Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam. The College Board, 2003.

Andrea, A.J. Unit A3 Early Afro-Eurasian Empires as Culturally Diverse Entities. The College Board. 2003.

 Cohen, Sharon. Unit A4 Trading Patterns in Afroeurasia Before 1000 C.E. The College Board. 2003.

Andrea, A.J. Unit B1 Travel and Interchange: 1000-1450. The College Board. 2003.

Andrea, A. J. Unit B2 The Severing Of Eastern and Western Christian Civilizations. The College Board. 2003.

Diskant, James A. Unit C1 Free and Unfree Agrarian Workers: Peasants and Slaves, 1550-1750. The College Board. 2003. 

Connell, Timothy. Unit C2 Major World Leaders And The Role Of The Individual In Society 1450-1750. The College Board. 2003.

Johnson, Donald. Unit C3 The Encounters Of 1492 and Their Influences on The Wider World. The College Board. 2003

Black, Linda. Unit D1 The Role of Women in World History 600-1914. The College Board. 2003.

Connell, Timothy. Unit E1 Peasant Rebellions Of The Twentieth Century. The College Board. 2003.

Diskant, James A. Unit E2 Deolonization: Struggle for National Identities 1900-2001. The College Board. 2003.
Cohen Sharon C. Unit E3 Consumerism and Global Cultures. The College Board. 2003

Film Clips

Numerous film clips will be used throughout the class. Most clips last from 5-10 minutes.

What The Industrial revolution Did For Us, 2003 

Ancient Civilizations, BBC, 1986

The Day the Universe Changed, 1998

The Silk Road, PBS. 2001

Islam Empire of Faith, PBS, 2000

A History of Britain, BBC, 2002

Millennium, CNN, 2001

The Crusades, A&E, 1995

Byzantium the Lost Empire, TLC, 1997

In The Footsteps f Alexander The Great, PBS, 1998

Barbarians, History Channel, 4 parts, 2005

1492, Conquest of Paradise, 1992

Quilombo, 1984

Shogun, 1977

Gun, Germs and Steel, 2004

Peter The Great, 1986

Matewan, 1994

The Picture Bride, 1995

Nicholas and Alexandra, 1971

Gandhi, 1982

Semester One

Course Outline

Unit One Foundations, c. 8000 BCE to 600 CE (5 weeks)

Readings

Bulliet chapters 1-7

Andrea, vol.1, document reader, selected documents from chapters 1-5

Reilly vol.1, selected documents from chapters 2-4

Weizner vol.1, selected documents from chapters 1-3

Johnson, Unit A1

Focus questions;

1. What is civilization? 

2. Who is civilized? Does change occur by diffusion or independent invention? 

3. Why was it necessary for early empires to practice at least a modicum
    of tolerance towards the cultures of their subject peoples?

4. How if at all, did early empires try to balance their core cultures, cultures of their

    subject peoples and cultural movements from outside?

Comparisons; early civilizations, major belief systems, systems of social inequalities, cities, political systems, trading systems, migrations, role of nomadic peoples.

Topic 1. The origins of agriculture of the first river-valley civilizations 8000-1500 B.C.E.

Topic 2. New civilizations in the Eastern and Western hemispheres 2200-250B.C.E.

Topic 3. The Mediterranean and Middle East 2000B.C.E.-500B.C.E.

Topic 4. Greece and Iran 1000-30B.C.E.
Topic 5. Age of empires: Rome and Han China 752B.C.E.-600C.E.

Topic 6. India and Southeast Asia 1500 B.C.E.-600C.E.

Topic 7. Networks of communications and exchange 300B.C.E.-600 C.E.
Major activities and assessments:

Introductory DBQ, in-class

Take home DBQ (outline only), Analyze the various ways the ruling classes demonstrated power in ancient Egypt, Greece, and Israel.

Group work on Andrea unit A3, Early Afro-Eurasian empires as culturally diverse entities, includes



Map analysis, effects of geographical influences



Document analysis



Comparisons of tolerance, intolerance, persecution in Roman, Tang and Persian empires 

DBQ Compare and contrast of geographic factors the influenced the development of the Han and Roman empires. How did geography affect the economic value of slaves in both empires?

Change over time essay (homework)

Change over time essay (in class)

Exam 1 over topics 1-3

Exam 2 over topics 4-7

Unit Two 600-1550 (7 weeks)

Readings 

Bulliet chapters 8-15 

Andrea vol.1, document reader, selected documents from chapters 6-12

Reilly vol.1, selected documents from chapters 6-13

Weisner vol.1, selected documents from chapters 4, 5, 8 & 10

Andrea, The Medieval Record, selected readings

Johnson, Units A2, B1
Andrea, Units A3, B2

Cohen, Unit A4

Focus questions:

1.  Did changes in this period occur from the effects of nomadic migrations or urban

     growth? 

2. Are there similarities in trading patterns of different geographic areas/

3. How does trade in the Eastern hemisphere demonstrate that people of various parts of

    the hemisphere were aware of people in other trading areas?

4. How did the expansion of Islam in sub-Sahara West Africa influence the societies

    incorporating the religion?

5. What do Chinese, Arab, and European knowledge, ignorance and myths regarding the

    world beyond their borders imply about Afro-European travel between 1000 and 1450?   

6. Was there a world economic network during this period?

Comparisons; Buddhism, Christianity and Islam, Japanese versus European feudalism, European monarchy versus African empires, role of major cities, Aztec versus Incan empires.

Topic 1. The rise of Islam, rise and fall of the Caliphate, Islamic civilization

· Characteristics of universal religions

· Appeal of universal religions

· Political powers accept universal religions

· How universal religions changed as they traveled

Topic 2. Christian Europe emerges, Byzantium, Kievian Russia, Medeival Europe, Crusades 600-1200
Topic 3. Inner and East Asia., Tang empire,  600-1200 

Topic 4. Peoples and civilizations of the Americas 600-1200
Topic 5. Mongol Eurasia and its aftermath 1200-1500
Topic 6. Tropical Africa and Asia 1200-1500

Topic 7. The Latin West 1200-1500

Topic 8. The maritime revolution to 1500

Major Activities and Assessments

Group work completion of Johnson unit A2, the spread of Universal religions

Group work completion of Andrea unit A3, Early Afro-Eurasian empires

Group work on Cohen unit A4, trading patterns in Afro-Eurasia before 1000 C.E.

Completion of unit B1, Travel and interchange 1000-1450

Andrea, Unit B2 severing of Eastern and Western Christian civilizations

DBQ (homework) compare and contrast the attitudes of Christianity  and Islam towards

 merchants and trade from religious origins to 1450?

DBQ  on Mongol dominance in the integration of Eurasia

Change over time essay (homework)

Change over time essay (in class)

Exam 3 over topics 1-4

Exam 4 over topics 5-8

Unit Three 1450-1750 (4 weeks) Approximately 2 weeks of this unit will carryover to the second semester.

Readings 

Bulliet chapters 16-20

Andrea vol.1, document reader, selected documents from chapters 12-14

Reilly vol.2, selected documents from chapters 1-4 

Weizner vol.2, selected documents from chapters 1 & 3

Diskant Unit C1 Peasant and Slaves 1550-1750

Connell Unit C2 Major world leaders and the role of the individual 1450-1740

Johnson Unit C3 encounters of 1492 and world wide impact

Focus questions; 

1. What extent did Europe become predominant in the world economy during this period?

2. What were the similarities and differences among land-tenure systems in the world

     from 1500-1750?

3. How did the needs of agricultural production create both “free” and “unfree” laborers

     in many regions of the world?

4. Evaluate the statement by Thomas Carlyle that” the history of the world is but the

   biography of great men.”

5. Analyze how Imperial authority is conveyed by character and symbols in order to

    strengthen the legitimacy and success of a ruler. 

6. How did the prevailing worldviews of both the Spanish and the Amerindians shape the

    interaction of their first encounters?

Comparisons: Imperial systems in Europe versus Asia, coercive labor systems, empire building in Asia, Africa, and Europe, interactions with the west (Russia versus others) 

Topic 1. Transformations in Europe, cultural, social and political changes 1500-1750

Topic 2. The diversity of American colonial societies, Columbian exchange, colonial expansion and conflict 1530-1770

Topic 3. The Atlantic system and Africa, West Indies plantation system, Islamic contacts 1550-1800
Topic 4. Southwest Asia and the Indian Ocean, Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal empires, trade empires 1500-1750

Topic 5. Northern Eurasia Japanese reunification, Later Ming and Qing dynasties, Russian empire 1500-1800
Major Activities and Assessments

Completion of:

Diskant Unit C1 Peasant and Slaves 1550-1750

Connell Unit C2 Major world leaders and the role of the individual 1450-1740

Johnson Unit C3 Encounters of 1492 and its world wide impact.

DBQ (in-class) Political change in early modern western Europe 

DBQ (timed) Analyze the social and economic effects of the global flow of silver from the mid 16th century to the early 17th century

Change overtime essay (in class)

Socratic seminar

Exam 5 over topics 1-3

Exam 6 over topics 4-5 

Semester Two

Unit Four 1750-1914 (5 weeks)

Readings

Bulliet chapters 21-28

Andrea col.2, document reader, selected documents from chapters 1-4

Reilly vol.2, selected documents from chapters 5-9

Weisner vol.2, selected documents from chapters 4, 6 & 7

Black Unit D1

Focus questions: 

1. Through what process did the influence of industrialization spread throughout the

     world?

2. How did the rights of individuals and groups change in this period?

3. To what degree did new types of social conflict emerge during the 19th century?

4. How and with whom did the ideas of “The West” as a coherent and leading force in

    history gain currency/

5   How have women’s economic roles in society changes over time?

6.  How have global processes in world history, such as industrialism and imperialism,

     shaped women’s economic roles?

Comparisons; Industrial Revolution in Europe versus Japan, political revolutions, reactions to foreign domination, nationalism, western interventions, women of Europe in of different social classes.
Topic 1. Enlightenment and revolutionary changes in the Atlantic world (United States, France, Haiti 1750-1850

Topic 2. The early industrial revolution 1760-1851

Topic 3. Nation Building and economic transformations in the Americas 1800-1890

Topic 4. Africa, India, transformations and the new British Empire 1750-1870

Topic 5. Land empires in the age of Imperialism (Ottomans, Russia, Qing) 1800-1870

Topic 6. The new power balance, latter industrial revolution, social changes 1850-1900

Topic 7. The new Imperialism, scramble for Africa, Asia and European dominance, Latin 

America, global economy 1869-1914

Major Activities and Assessments

Completion of Black Unit D1, Economic role of women 600-1914.

Change over time essay (in class)

DBQ (in-class, timed, student analysis) How societies adapt to scientific and 

         technological change.

DBQ (outline only, student assessment) Revolutionary ideas of America, France and

           Haiti  

Socratic seminar

Exam 7 over topics 1-3

Exam 8 over topics 4-7

Unit Five 1914-2000 (6 weeks)

Readings

Bulliet chapters 28-33

Andrea vol.2, document reader, selected documents from chapters 5-11

Reilly vol.2, selected documents from chapters 10-14

Weisner vol.2 selected documents from chapters 10, 12 & 14

Connell Unit E1

Diskant Unit E2

Cohen Unit E3

Focus questions;

1.How do the ideological struggles provide an explanation for many conflicts of the 20th

    century?

2. How have conflict and change influenced migration patterns internally and

    internationally?

3. How have international organizations influenced change?

4. How do the peasant rebellions of the 20th century differ from past rebellion? 

5. What were the roles of different colonial powers in furthering or limiting

    decolonization? 

6. What were common patterns of decolonization? What changed over time?

Comparisons;

Decolonization in Africa versus India, role of women in revolutions, effects of world wars on areas outside Europe, nationalistic movements, impact of Western consumer society and culture on others

Topic 1. The crisis of the Imperial order
Topic 2. The collapse of the old order

Topic 3. Striving for independence; Africa, India, and Latin America 

Topic 4. The Cold War and Decolonization 

Topic 5. Crisis, realignment, and the dawn of the Post-Cold War world

Topic 6. Globalization at the turn of the millennium

Major Activities and Assessments

Completion of;

Connell unit E1 Peasant rebellions of the 20th century

Diskant unit E2 Decolonization

Cohen unit E3 Consumerism and global cultures

Change over time essay

DBQ (in-class, timed) Nationalism and the struggle for independence

DBQ (in-class, timed) Identity and independence in the Cold War era. 

Exam 9 over topics 1-3

Exam 10 over topics 4-6

