       Advanced Placement U.S. History

Course Description

Advanced Placement U.S. History is a challenging courses that is designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. This is a two-semester survey of American history from the age of exploration to the present. Solid reading and writing skills along with a willingness to devote additional time to homework and study are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking, essay writing, interpretation of original documents and historiography.

Course Objectives-students will

· master a broad body of historical knowledge

· demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

· use historical data to support an argument or position

· interpret and apply data from original source documents, including political cartoons, graphs, letters, etc.

· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, and compare and contrast

· Collaborate with others to create products and solve problems

· Prepare for and pass the Advanced Placement exam and TAKS test

Major Themes

The course will emphasize a series of themes throughout the year. These themes have been determined by the College Board as essential to a comprehensive study of United States history. Themes include;

· American diversity

· The development of a unique American identity

· American culture

· Demographic changes over the course of American history

· Environmental issues

· Social reform movements

· Economic trends and issues

· Development of political institutions and components of citizenship

· The role of religion in the making of the United States and its impact in a multicultural society

· The history of slavery and its legacies in this hemisphere

· War and diplomacy

· The place of the United States in an increasingly global arena

Grading

Student progress for six-week grading cycles will be evaluated as follows

Unit exams 

         60%

Reading quizzes 
         20%

Document Based Questions 20%

 & writing assignments 

Required district semester exams count as 25% of the semester grade.   

Unit exams are a combination of objective and essay questions.

Document Based Questions

Students hear all sorts of terrible tales concerning Document Based Questions (DBQ). In fact with practice students quickly realize DBQs are not that difficult. A DBQ along with other writing assignments are parts of most units. There will be an early lesson on thesis development and the first DBQ will be in outline form. DBQs will be assigned as weekend homework or as in-class work.   

AP Rubrics (handouts) will be used in grading essays and DBQs.

Course Texts and Readings

The primary course text is American History by Alan Brinkley. Other works are used for handouts to illustrate and bring clarity to daily lessons and to produce homework assignments.

Alan Brinkley. American History; A Survey. (Boston; McGraw-Hill, 1999).

John J. Newman, John M. Schmalbach. United States History; Preparing For The Advanced Placement Exam. (New York; AMSCO School Publications, 2004).

David M. Kennedy, Thomas A Bailey. The American Spirit, Volumes 1 and 2. (Boston; Houghton Mifflin, 2002).

Howard Zinn. A People’s History of The United States; 1492- Present. (New York; HarperCollins, 2003).

Mary Beth Norton, Ruth M. Alexander. Major Problems in American Women’s History. (Lexington; D.C. Heath and Company, 1996).

Sean Wilentz. Major Problems in the Early Republic 1787-1848. (Lexington; D.C. Heath and Company, 1992)

John Whiteclay Chambers II, G. Kurt Piehler. Major Problems in American Military History. (Lexington; D.C. Heath and Company, 1999).

Roberta J. Leach, Augustine Caliguire. Advanced Placement U.S. History; The Evolving American Nation State 1607-1914. (Center for Learning,1997).

Roberta J. Leach, Mary Anne Kovacs, Douglas E. Miller, John C. Ritter. Advanced Placement U.S. History 2 Twentieth-Century Challenges 1914-1996. (Center for Learning, 2001).    

Various articles and handouts

Major Themes of the Course

These themes are woven throughout unit discussions, with assignments, quizzes, essays and exams being structured around them:

American diversity and the development of a unique American identity

The evolution of American culture

Demographic changes over the course of America’s history

Economic trends and transformations

Environmental issues

The development of political institutions and the components of citizenship

Social reform movements

The role of religion in making of the United States and its impact in a multicultural society

The history of slavery and its legacies in this hemisphere

War and diplomacy

The place of the United States in an increasingly global arena

Course Outline – Semester 1

Each unit requires students to conduct analysis on related historiography; how interpretations of events have changed over time, how the issues of one time period have had an impact on the experiences and decisions of subsequent generations, and how such reevaluations of the past continue to shape the way historians see the world today, 

Unit 1: Colonial History to 1763 (2 weeks)

Readings;

 Text, Brinkley Chapters 1-3 

Bailey and Kennedy Volume 1 (original source documents)


Chapters 1 - 4 

Zinn chapters 1 and 2

Leach lessons 1-3

Film Clips:


1492 the Discovery, United Artists


Schlessinger Series

 Themes;

1. The emergence of American cultural traits and the factors that contributed to them

2. Emerging regional patterns and how they evolved

Content:

      Motives and methods of colonization

      Push-pull factors bringing colonists to the New World

      Comparison and contrast of Southern, Middle, and New England political, economic,

      social, and religious patterns.

      Cultural differences between Americans and Europeans

Major Assignments and Assessments:

1. The Three Colonial Sections- One Society or Three? 

Objective: To understand both the differences that distinguished the sections of the colonies and the similarities that united them.

      Students study four maps to draw inferences about the similarities and 

     differences among the New England, Middle and southern colonies and

     develop the outline for a response to a suggested short paper.

2. From Authority to Individualism. 

Objective; to assess the changing role of the individual in colonial America.

To evaluate the contributions of Puritanism, the great Awakening, and the Enlightenment of the political development of the nation.

      Students are assigned handouts on major

      intellectual and religious movements of the colonial period. Students working

      in groups will then compare and contrast attitudes of Puritanism, the Great 

      Awakening, and the Enlightenment, see change over time and recognize the

      importance of the changes. 

3. Colonial Exploitation- A Matter of Perception (a Meeting of the Minds).

Objective: To demonstrate the inconsistent view of exploitation among colonial Americans.

      Students will study a series of readings in preparation for a meeting of the

      minds activity. Lesson concludes by writing a short essay on the

      inconsistencies toward equality.

4. DBQ on Chesapeake and New England Colonies (in-class practice exercise)

5. Unit Exam

6.    Twice weekly reading quizzes (as needed)

7. Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 2: Independence (2 weeks)

Readings: 

 Text Brinkley, Chapters 4 and 5

Kennedy and Bailey volume 1 (original source documents)


Chapters 5-7

Zinn Chapters 4 and 5

Leach lessons  5-11

J. Franklin Jameson, The American Revolution Considered as a Social Movement

Film Clips

How the British Lost America, History Channel and BBC

Themes

1. Colonists reevaluate their relationship with Great Britain and each other

2. The American Revolution as a conservative or radical movement.

3. The American Revolution’s place in world developments of the time period.

Content

Mercantilism-costs and benefits for Britain and colonies

French and Indian War

British policy changes. Post 1763

Emerging colonial cooperation and decision for independence

Military victory and terms of the treaty of Paris 

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Democracy in Colonial Wethersfield Conn.

Objective; to evaluate the extent to which Wethersfield became more democratic in the years from 1750s to the 1780s.

Students broaden their concept of democracy, learn to find and use evidence, and develop a thesis- in addition to expanding their knowledge of colonial New England. 

2. British Colonial Policy- A Tradition of Neglect

Objective; to demonstrate that Britain’s long-standing failure to attend to colonial affairs contributed to deteriorating relations with the American colonies after the French and Indian war.

Students assume the role of a French observer traveling in the colonies in late 1763. They create perceptive questions they might ask the Massachusetts legislature and the Royal Governor of New York on the deteriorating relations between Britain and the colonies.

3. Path to Revolution, 1763-1776

Objective; to understand the causes of the American Revolution   

Students complete chart on the rational for a series of British actions and colonial reactions between 1763 and 1776. Students then write thesis statements on the causes using evidence from their charts to support their interpretations of those causes.

4. The Declaration of Independence

Objective; to analyze the Declaration of Independence as a rhetorical document.

Students will read the document and answer a series of questions, In analyzing documents in the future, students will be able to identify and explain these basic elements; author, audience, roots, structure/content and effects.

5. The Effects of the American Revolution

Objective; to understand numerous effects of the Revolution.

Students are exposed to reading a historical monograph. Using a study guide they learn to organize their thoughts and get essential notes on a single sheet of paper.

6. DBQ Revolution to Nation or French and Indian War (thesis statement and outline) 

7. Unit Exam

8.   Weekly reading quizzes (as needed)

9.   Weekly writing exercise

Unit 3 Early Republic (2 weeks)

Readings: 

 Text Brinkley, Chapter 6

Kennedy and Bailey  volume 1 (original source documents)


Chapters 8, 9

Zinn Chapters 6 and 7

Wilentz , The U.S. Constitution and the Federalist Ascendency (7 documents)


    The Political Crisis of the 1790s 97 documents)

Essays;  Joyce Appleby, Capitalism and the Rise of Republican Opposition


  Donald Nieman, Slavery and the Constitution 

Leach lessons 12 and 13

Selected Excerpts from The Federalist Papers
Themes

1. Impact of colonial experience on post-independence government

2. Development of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights

3. The emergence of political parties and the factors that divided them

4. Development of sectional specialization and interdependence

5. The conflicts between national power and states rights 

Content


Government under the Articles of Confederation


Constitutional Conventions; personalities, compromises, controversies, and

            Ratification


Hamilton vs. Jefferson


British-French conflict and its impact on American politics

· trade

· diplomacy

· Alien and Sedition Acts

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Articles of Confederation – Challenge of Sovereignty

Objective- to determine the effectiveness of the Articles as an instrument of government.

Students explain the categorize important facts about the Articles of confederation. They then write a thematic declaration that states or implies a relationship among the categories they devise.


2.  The Constitution – Balancing Competing Interests


     Objectives- to understand how the founding fathers balanced competing

                 interests to allay fears of a centralized government.


                         To understand the basis for later historians’ contrasting

                                     interpretations of the motives of the founding fathers.


    Students complete a chart listing sources of people’s fears regarding a

               centralized government and the founding fathers attempts to calm those fears.

               Chart will be used to as a resource in determining why later historians have

               disagreed about the motives of the founding fathers.


3. Unit Exam

4. Weekly reading quizzes

5. Weekly writing exercise

Unit 4 Jefferson’s Administration and the Growth of Nationalism 

(2 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text Brinkley, Chapters 7 and 8

Kennedy and Bailey volume 1 (original source documents)


    Chapter 11-13

Wilentz, Chapter 4 The Republican Jefferson and the Jeffersonian Republic

              (6 documents)


   Chapter 5, Gender, Race, and ideology in the Early Republic (7 documents)


   Chapter 6, The War of 1812 (10 documents) 

Leach lessons 14-15

Films Clips


First Invasion , History Channel

Themes

1. The peaceful transfer of power

2. Changes in party positions

3. National growth and the growth of nationalism

Content

          Jefferson’s “revolution of 1800”

· changes in party positions

· Louisiana Purchase

· Diplomatic problems

· War of 1812: causes, conduct, consequences

           
Era of Good Feeling

Rise of Nationalism


Diplomatic achievements


Marshall Court rulings and precedents


Monroe Doctrine

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Foundations of American Foreign Policy

Objective: to understand the underlying principles of early foreign policy.

Students complete chart noting trends over time, discuss whether the U.S. based its early foreign policies on morality or national interest and assume the role of Secretary of State John Quincy Adams to assess the accomplishments of American foreign policy to 1824 and write two goals for future policy.

2. Development of Political Parties

Objective; to account for the development of political parties in the U.S.

Apply philosophies of Hamilton and Jefferson by assuming their roles in a Cabinet debate over public credit, the National Bank , a protective tariff, the whiskey excise tax, and the country’s correct response to the French Revolution. Students gain understanding of why individuals with similar points of view organized to gain control of the government.

3. The role of the Judiciary in the Creation of the National State

Objective: to understand how John Marshall established the power of the Supreme Court as final arbiter of the meaning of the Constitution and applied Federalist principles in the new government.


Student assess the significance of various events in Marshall’s life to the

           development of his political philosophy. They research four important

     cases of the Marshall court to see how Marshall applied his philosophy to

      the Court decisions. Students will evaluate Oliver Wendell Holmes’s

     assessment of John Marshall’s importance to the Supreme Court

.

4. Unit Exam

 5.    Weekly reading quiz

6.   Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 5 The Age of Jackson (2 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text Brinkley, Chapters 9 and 10

Kennedy and Bailey volume 1 (original source documents) 


selected readings from chapters 14-16, 18, 19

Wilentz, Chapter 11 Jackson, Whigs, and the Politics of the 1830s (7 documents) 

              Chapter 12 Reform in Conflict ( 6 documents)

Leach lessons 16-18

Film Clips;


Schlessinger Series

Themes

1. The emergence of the second American party system

2. The emergence of the “Common Man” in American politics

3. Geographical and economic expansion

4. Reform movements and the American character  

Content


Election of 1824 and the founding of Jackson’s Democratic Party

            Jackson Administration

· Spoils system

· Nullification

· Bank war

· Cherokee Removal

Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico

Immigration , social, political, and economic developments, and reform movements, 1820-1850

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Evolution of Democracy from Jefferson to Jackson

Objective: to understand America’s progress towards democracy between 1800 and 1840.

 Students, in groups, complete chart contrasting Jeffersonian and Jacksonian  democracy and the change over time.

2. Purifying the Nation

Objective: to understand the role of early reformers in removing evils in American society. 

Students  each research one or more prominent reformers for class presentations, Assess the successes and failures of these crusades and influence on future reform movements. Rubric provided.

3. Westward Expansion- a force in unity of division?

Objective: to understand both the assets and liabilities of continental expansion.

Students organize in chart and map forms the essential factual information regarding expansion and interpret the significance of territorial expansion to the country’s development. Students will take the role of typical sectional representatives and answer a series of questions regarding expansion. 


4.    DBQ on Cherokee Removal or Changing roles of Women

5.  Unit examination

6.  Weekly reading quiz

7. Weekly writing exercise

Unit 6 Slavery and Sectionalism (2 weeks)

Readings: 

 Text Brinkley, Chapters 11-13

Kennedy and Bailey volume 1 (original source documents)


Chapters  20-22

Zinn Chapter 8

Wilentz, Chapter 13 Abolition, Antiabolitionism, and Proslavery 

              Chapter 14 The Bitter fruits of Manifest Destiny 

Leach lessons 22 and 23

Film Clips


Schlessinger Series


Amistad


Ken Burns Civil War


The American Presidents

Themes


1. Sectionalism


2. Slavery and the causes of the Civil War

Content


Slavery as a social and economic institution


The politics of slavery

· Missouri Compromise

· Abolitionists

· Compromise of 1850

· Kansas- Nebraska Act and Bleeding Kansas

· Lincoln Douglas debates

· John Brown’s raid

· Election of 1860 

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. DBQ The effects of reform movements, expansion and women’s movements on the slavery debate or Was the Civil war Inevitable?

2.   Compromise and Conflict- Road to War


Objective: to understand why the Compromises of 1820, 1833, and 1850 

            delayed, but did not prevent, outbreak of the Civil War.


Students creates a series of transparencies or power-point slides and 

      accompanying script to teach other classes on the causes of the Civil War.

to view the long-festering debate from both points of view. To develop a cause and effect logic tree

   
3.  Abolition- the Role of the Individual in Effecting Change



Objective; to understand the role of individuals using differing means to 

accomplish a common goal.

Students consider the role of individual abolitionists in the midst of a

 period of social ferment and attempt to answer the question for

 themselves. “Was the reformer or the circumstances of the time primarily

 responsible for effecting change?”  

4.   Unit Exam

 5.   Weekly reading quiz

6.   Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 7 The Civil War and Reconstruction (2 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text Brinkley, Chapters 14 and 15

Kennedy and Bailey volume 1 (original source documents)


Chapters 23-25

Zinn Chapters 9 and 10

Whiteclay (original source documents)


Selected documents from chapters 6 and 7

Leach lesson 24

 Film Clips:


Ken Burns The Civil War, PBS 


Glory, MGM


The American Presidents, PBS


Gods and Generals, Turner Broadcasting


Killer Angles, Turner Broadcasting


Andersonville, Turner Broadcasting

Themes

1. Secession and war

2. Reconstruction issues and plans

3. The struggle for equality

4. Native American relations

Content


Military strategies, strengths, and weaknesses, events and outcomes


The home front North and South

- Mobilizing, manpower, finances, public ipinion

- Social, economic and political impact of war

Presidential vs. congressional reconstruction plans and actions

Economic development of the New South

1877 compromise and Home Rule

Booker T. Washington 

Native Americans

· Plains Wars and reservation policy

· Dawes Act

Comparison of reform attitudes toward African American and Native Americans in the late 19th century


Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Reconstruction – Two Views

Objective- to evaluate the successes and failures of Reconstruction

Students work in groups to marshal evidence in support of one of two positions on the successes and failures of reconstruction. After presenting their research and analysis to the class, they try to reconcile conflicting views and discuss how reputable historians could reach such different conclusions. Each student will compose a personal interpretation of the period.

2. DBQ (in class) on The Removal of General McClellan and interfering

      politicians




or

     The decision of Lincoln to hold fort Sumter and Davis’s decision to take it.

3.   Unit Exam

4.   Weekly reading quiz

5. Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 8 The Rise of Business and Labor (2 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text Brinkley, Chapters 16-18

Kennedy and Bailey volume 2 (original source documents)

Chapters 24 and 25 (selected documents)

Zinn Chapter 11

Leach lessons 25-30

Film Clips:


Schlessinger Series


The American Presidents, PBS

Themes

1. Political alignment and corruption in the Gilded Age

2. Role of government in economic growth and regulation

3. Social, economic, and political impact of industrialization 

Content


Gilded age politics

· party alignment

· political corruption and reform

Industrial Growth

Government support and actions

Business tycoons: methods, accomplishments, philosophies

Rise of organized labor

Unions, leaders, methods, successes and failures 

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Emergence of industrial America

Objective: To account for the transition to industrialism in the last third of the 19th century.

In groups students begin by explaining and then categorizing factors that contributed to America’s industrial expansion. They then individually write a thesis that states or implies a relationship among the categories they devise.

2. The Growing Economic Crisis of the Late 19th Century

Objective: to understand the steps taken by big business to bring order and stability to chaotic businesses of the late 19th century.

Students interpret a series of documents and graphs to learn hoe businessmen tried to bring order and stability to the economy. Then they write a thesis statement to suggest why the businessmen’s approach has not been accepted in the 20th century.

3. National Government in the Late 19th Century - a Sham of Democracy

Objective: to understand why the national government reflected the concerns of business elite rather than those of the masses.

Students interpret a series of documents and political cartoons and answer guiding questions. On conclusion they write a journal article reassessing the reputation of Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller for good  and ill in shaping  American society both in their time and for generations to follow.

            4.  Impact of industrialization on Workers and Their Families


    Students research factory and living conditions of workers in preparation for

                presentations before a House of Representatives investigating committee. Each

                student selects a typical figure from a list. Figures represent various workers,

                their family members, capitalists, and famous social critics. Each student will

    make a two minute presentation. After presentations are complete 2 student

    groups will draft a bill that would have helped to alleviate the worst abuses of

    unregulated capitalism in 1895.

5 Labor Unions- The Failure to Gain Public Acceptance

Students complete charts on the strengths and weaknesses of the Knights of Labor and American Federation of Labor. After reading a series of articles and write an opinion Oped article on how the AFL might have best used its activities to improve public opinion of organized labor in the late 19th century. 

6. DBQ  Industrial America (over weekend)

                                       or


                 Gilded Age Politics




   or

                 Success of Organized Labor

7. Unit Exam

6.    Weekly reading quiz

8. Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 9 Populists and Progressives (2 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text Brinkley, Chapters 19, 21 and 22

Kennedy volume 2, Chapters 26, 29, 30

Zinn Chapters 4 and 5

Norton chapter 10, selected documents

Leach lessons 31-34, 38-40

 Reiss, How the Other Half Lives, selected passages

Upton Sinclair, The Jungle, selected passages

Film clips:


Schlessinger Series


Americas Century, ABC series


The American Presidents, PBS

Themes

1. Inflation

2. Role and effectiveness of third parties

3. Immigration and urbanization

4. Patrician reformers

5. Bryan and Wilson: conflict and consensus

Content

Agrarian Revolt


Post-war problems


Election of 1896


Immigration and urbanization


Social and cultural developments


Urban Middle-class reformers

· muckrakers

· women’s issues

· political corruption and reforms

· consumer and environmental issues

· business and labor unions

    
Theodore Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson administrations respond to the Progressive

    
movement.

Major Assignments and Assessments


1. The Farmer’s Dilemma- To Produce or Not to Produce



Students read a series of documents and graphs of production figures and 

             
in groups and taking on roles of interested groups and business determine

how each played a role in creating economic hardship. 

3. Populist Movement- The Value of Third Parties

Students research Populism movement and answer a series of question on reform and leaders. During the next days discussion students will answer anther set of critical thinking questions.   

4. Divergent Paths to equality for African Americans

Students read a series of documents for homework and in class contrast the programs of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B Du Bois for reform. For conclusion they evaluate the appropriateness of each man’s strategies for his time and place. 


5. Arts in the Gilded Age

In pairs students create a short project on the literature, architecture, art, and interior designs of the gilded Age. They then read a provided interpretive  selection on the Gilded Age and test its characterizations of the period against the evidence they amassed  in their project. Project is in accordance with supplied instructions and rubric

7.    Unit Exam

8.    Weekly reading quiz

9.    Weekly writing exercise 

Semester Two

Unit 10 Imperialism and World War I (3 weeks)

Readings: 

  Text, Brinkley, Chapters 20, 22 and 23

Kennedy and Bailey volume 2 (original source documents)

Selected documents from chapters 27, 28, 30 , 31

Zinn Chapters 12 and 14

Whiteclay chapters (original source documents)


Selected documents from chapters 8 and 9 


Leach lessons vol. 1 sections 35, 36

           
           vol, 2 sections 1 and 2 

Kovacs sections 1 and 2 

Film Clips;


Schlessinger Series


Lost Battalion


Blue Max


Our Century series

Themes

1. The changing role of the U.S. in world affairs- from isolationism to world power

2. U.S. motives in WWI and post war agreements

3. Presidential and congressional roles in policy management 

Content


Reasons for new interest in world affairs


Spanish American-War

· Cuban situation and U.S. reaction

· Military preparedness and action

· Treaty provisions

· Philippine annexation- debate and results

Open door Policy, “Big Stick” diplomacy

· Roosevelt Corollary and applications

· Panama intervention and canal building

· Nobel Peace Prize

Taft dollar diplomacy  

Wilson’s ‘Moral” or “Missionary’ diplomacy

· relations with Panama, Mexico, Haiti, Philippines

· Neutrality 1914-1917

· World War I as a war to ”make the world safe for democracy”

Interpretations of U.S. motives in World War I

World War I at home

· economic impact

· harassment of German Americans

· Women and minorities

· Espionage and Sedition Act

· Business and labor relations

· Creel committee- wartime propaganda

Major Assignments and Assessments


1. Climate of Imperialism



Students research several examples of late 19th century European

 imperialism. They then review traditional elements of U.S. foreign policy

 as well as rationales advanced for departures from  established policies.

 Students the will conduct a classroom debate between imperialists and

 anti-imperialists in the 1900s on the following resolution: The United

 States should maintain the Philippines. 

2. Explaining the Spanish-American War 

Students research factors historians have deemed relevant to the decision to declare war in 1898. They develop their own thesis then compare their thinking to president McKinley’s rational in his war message to Congress and to explanations for the war advanced by later historians. Students try to account for the differences

3. Defending Neutral Rights

Student have previously read material on the origins of World War I and the U.S. entry into the war. Student then determine how selected pieces of evidence support the eventual intervention in the war. Students will then write a 3 paragraph essay;

· paragraph 1, the United is fully justified in declaring war

     on Germany

· paragraph 2, list the attitudes people on a provided list might have

     towards your viewpoint. Then write a paragraph addressing one person

     from the list. 

· paragraph 3,  Write to a second person on the list who may have a

     different viewpoint.

4. Students develop two World War posters supporting the war effort. One poster is to encourage men to enlist or women to join in factory work. The second poster id to convince the public to conserve some critical item or to buy bonds to support the war effort. All posters to be graded according to the provided rubric.

5. DBQ on The Treaty of Versailles- Wilson’s Big Disappointment

6. Unit Exam

7..    Weekly reading quiz

8.   Weekly writing exercise 

Unit 11 1920s-1930s (3 weeks)

Readings: 

Text, Brinkley Chapters 24-26

Kennedy and Bailey volume 2 ( original source documents)

Selected documents from chapter 32-34 

Zinn Chapter 15 

Whiteclay chapter 10 selected documents 


Norton selected documents from chapter 12

Leach lessons 3-11

Film Clips;

Surviving the Dust Bowl, PBS

The Grapes of Wrath, MGM

The American Presidents, PBS

Schlessinger Series

Our Century, ABC

The Great Depression, PBS

Kingfisher, PBS

O Brother Where Art Thou, Universal

Themes

The 1920s


1. Post-World War compared to post-Civil War nativism, laissez-faire, labor 

    government, farmers, attitudes toward reform

2. U.S. pursuit of “advantages without responsibilities”

3. Administration policy of “nullification by administration”

4. Cultural conflicts; native vs. foreign; rural vs. urban

5. Revolution in manners and morals

The 1930s

1.  The role of government in society and the economy

2.  Political realignment

3.  Human suffering and response to the Great Depression 

Content


The 1920s



Post war recession and agricultural problems



Intolerance, KKK, immigration restriction



Sacco and Vanzetti



Prohibition and organized crime



Jazz Age culture, youth rebellion. Literature of disillusionment



Business growth and consolidation, credit, advertising



Harding , Coolidge, Hoover administrations



Scandals



Trickle-Down economics



“Business of America is Business”



Boom and Bust in the stock market



Foreign policy


The 1930s



Hoover’s vs. Roosevelt’s approaches to the Depression 



New Deal legislation



Supreme Court reactions and Court Packing Plan



Dust Bowl and demographic shifts



Extremist alternatives; Coughlin, Long, Townsend 



Political party alignment- the new democratic coalition



Impact of the Great depression on population groups

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Prohibition- the Noble experiment

    Students examine the effects of Prohibition on the American people and 

    the cultural attitudes about Prohibition as a factor in its failure. Students

    answer a questions concerning Prohibition and then focus on several

    quotations from people of the era. Finally they assume the role of

    representative people of the era and conduct interviews using a provided

    series of questions. Questions are designed to lead to conclusions about the 

    effect of Prohibition on the average citizen.  

2. Literature of the Twenties

Students research the lives, works and themes of key writers of the era. Taking the perspective of the selected writer, each student then participates in a small group charged with writing a thesis statement that accurately characterizes the intellectual mood as it was reflected in the literature. 

3. The Twenties at Bay

Students work in small groups to research key aspects (list provided) of the 20s. In class they relate research findings to major questions relating to the decade. To conclude students try to outline an answer to an essay topic on the lasting impact of the period. 

4. Causes of the Great Depression

Students create a timeline of events leading to the Depression. They then cite evidence from their timeline to illustrate various factors recognized as valid causes. After rank ordering of these causes they then write a short essay explaining at least three factors that might have slowed, halted or reversed economic disaster.

5. The “Okie” Experience and the Grapes of Wrath
Students analyze agricultural statistics and interpret their significance in causing the agricultural disaster of the depression years. To conclude students write a short essay relating the Grapes of Wrath to one of several themes in the history of the period. Excerpts and guiding questions provided.

6 DBQ – The New Deal (weekend assignment)

7 Unit Exam

8.    Weekly reading quiz

Unit 12 World War II and the Origins of the Cold War (2.5 weeks)

Readings: 

Text, Brinkley, Chapters 27 and 28   

Kennedy volume 2, 

Selected documents from chapters 35 and 36

Zinn Chapter 16 

Whiteclay 

Selected documents from chapters 11 & 12

Leach lessons 12-17 

Film Clips;

Twelve O’clock High

Patton

Saving Private Ryan

Americas Century series

Schlessinger Series

Strategic Bombing, History of WWII

Memphis Belle

Tora Tora Tora

Midway

Themes

1. Comparisons of Wilson and Roosevelt as neutrals, wartime leaders, Allied partners, post-war planers

2. U.S. adopts new role as peacetime leader in post-war period

3. Home front conduct

Content


U.S. response to aggression- neutrality legislation, Lend Lease Act


Pearl Harbor and U.S. response


Military strategy



Germany first



Second front debate



Island hopping



Atomic bomb


Home Front



Relocation of Japanese Americans



Women and minorities in the workplace



Demographic impact


Wartime Democracy and cooperation



Atlantic Charter (compare to 14 Points)



Wartime conferences



United Nations founding and participation


Splintering of wartime alliances



Berlin and German decisions



Truman Doctrine



Marshall Plan



NATO



Korean War

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Isolation and Neutrality in the 1930s

Students construct a foreign policy timeline for the 1930s and the participate in a role-playing activity developing an appropriate foreign policy following the German invasion of Poland in 1939. To conclude the lesson, students contrast their own policy with the actual position of the U.S. at the time.

2. Axis Partners-Clouds of War

Student discuss the implications of FDR’s quarantine policy in relationship to  6 specific international incidents. They then hypothesize, validate, and speculate about the events. Working in small groups each student will review one incident and brief the group. For each event
students will find (a) positive action was required; (b) earlier U.S. involvement; possibly, earlier termination of the war.

3. Japanese-American Internment

Student are provided with era documents concerning the Internment decision. Student find evidence of racial prejudice to, war hysteria, and failure of political leadership in dealing with this issue. They then try to evaluate the extent to which sufficient information was available in the early 1940s for the American people to recognize this injustice.

4. Students read a series of documents relating to wartime conferences and

      answer a series of guiding questions. In class they discuss the broader issues

      of the wartime alliances, role play concerns of the Allies at the end of the war,

 and develop a generalization relating the origins of the cold War and the 

experiences of the Allies during the war years.

5. DBQ on FDR and Foreign Policy (in-class practice exercise)

6. Unit Exam

7   Weekly reading quiz

8. Weekly writing exercise

Unit 13 Post War Domestic Issues (2 weeks)
Readings: 

Text, Brinkley, chapters 30-32

Kennedy volume 2, (original source documents)

Selected documents from chapters 18 and 39  

Zinn chapters 17 and 19 

Leach sections 20, 22, 23, 25-27

Film clips;

JFK

Eyes on the Prize

Separate but Equal

Americas Century, series

Schlessinger Series

Truman

The American President, PBS 

Themes

1.  Continued Impact of New Deal on government’s role in society

2.  Struggle for civil liberties and civil rights

3.  Checks and balances in American politics

Content


Truman administration



Fair deal



GI Bill of Rights



Taft-Hartley Act



22nd Amendment



1948 election



Loyalty program


Eisenhower administration



McCarthyism

 

Modern Republicanism



Highway construction



Brown v. Board of Education



Warren Court


Kennedy/Johnson administrations



Civil Rights movement; popular and government response



War on Poverty and Great Society programs



Counterculture and anti-establishment movements

Major Assignments and Assessments
1. McCarthyism and the Climate of Fear

Students research McCarthyism in the text and assigned readings and use that research to answer a series of questions in preparation for a class discussion and group exercise. Each small group of student will be assigned a different question concerning McCarthyism and patriotism. At the end of the period each group will report out their conclusions.

2. Economic Recovery After World War II   

Students analyze President Truman’s post-war wage-price policy. They will us a series statistics as a basis for hypotheses about the U.S. economy through the Truman and Eisenhower administrations.

3. The New Frontier and Great Society

Students complete a homework assignment outlining domestic accomplishments of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. In class, small groups analyze those administrations and write a concluding paragraph to an essay they might have written linking Kennedy’s New Frontier and Johnson’s Great Society to the New Deal of Franklin Roosevelt. 

4. The Black Revolution- Where Do We Go From Here?

Purpose is to identify significant individuals and their accomplishments in the Civil Rights Movement. Individual students research and adopt the perspective of one of twelve African-American leaders as they take part in a round table debate on the direction of the Civil Rights Movement in the critical year, 1966. They then write their own analysis of the most effective steps the movement might have taken in 1966.

5. Unit Exam

7.   Weekly reading quiz 

Unit 14 Foreign Policy Eisenhower – Bush (2.5 weeks) 
Readings: 

Text, Brinkley, chapters 29, 30 (1020-1026), 31 (1047-1056), 23 (1085-1089),                    24 (1127-1133)

Kennedy volume 2, (original source documents)

Selected documents from chapters 38  - 41 

Zinn, chapters 18, 20, 22

Leach VOL. 2 lessons 18, 21, 24  

Themes

1. Cycles of freezes and thaws in East-West relations

2. The “Vietnam Syndrome” in post-war foreign policy

3. Human rights vs. strategic self-interest in policy formation

4. Interrelationship of foreign policy and economic stability

Content


Eisenhower


Liberation , not containment



John Foster Dulles



Massive retaliation


Asia policies



Korea



Southeast Asia- Geneva accords and aid the South Vietnam


Peaceful Coexistence- Khrushchev’s visit


U-2 Incident


Kennedy



Flexible response



Aid for social and economic development



Peace Corps



Alliance for Progress



Southeast Asia military and economic aid



Bay of Pigs and Cuban Missile crisis


Johnson



Vietnam War


Nixon/ Ford



Vietnamization



Nixon Doctrine



China Card


Carter



Human rights policies



Camp David Accords



Panama Canal Treaty



Salt II, Afghanistan and Olympic boycott



Iran Revolution and hostage crisis


Reagan



“Evil Empire”



Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)



End of the Cold War


Bush



Desert Storm



Crumbling USSR 

Major Assignments and Assessments

1.   The Truman Doctrine;

Students read President Truman’ speech to Congress and discuss, the issues and facts of the situation and consequences of the change of American foreign policy. To conclude students assume the role of a State Department official charged with advising incoming president Eisenhower on an appropriate direction for foreign policy.

2. Vietnam a Reappraisal

This lesson is intended as an introduction to the war. Students create a connection map to help them understand relationships between key personalities and events. Connection map helps students to ask perceptive questions and make generalizations about the American involvement in the war. Using suggested references and selected documents student will work in small groups to create the connection maps. Students will realize that there is no single ”right” way to view the connections and creative structures that lead to different questions.

3. Korean Inquiry

Purpose is to analyze U.S. involvement in the Korean Conflict through a court of inquiry. Student role-play a board of inquiry to investigate the Truman- MacArthur conflict. After the class presentations students conclude the lesson by answering a series of questions that evaluate the actions of both Truman and MacArthur 

4. Cold War Revisited 

Purpose is to analyze the events of the Cold war from different perspectives. Student will work in groups to complete a homework assignment consisting of selected documents. Groups will then read the Atlantic Charter and consider to what extent U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War matched the ideals of the document and why the Soviets viewed U.S. adherence to these principles as threatening. Framework of this lesson also includes atomic diplomacy, containment, Cuban Missile Crisis, European self-determination and containment. Groups will be required to respond to two broad over-reaching questions. These  responses will be used as a springboard for the concluding discussion. 

5. DBQ on Regan and the End of the Cold War

6. Unit Exam

7.  Weekly reading quiz

