       AP Government and Politics

Course Description

Advanced Placement Government and Politics is a challenging course that is designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. This is an intensive one-semester study of the formal and informal structures of government  and the process of the American political system, with an emphasis on policy-making and implementation. This course is designed to prepare students for the AP Exam. Solid reading and writing skills along with a willingness to devote additional time to homework and study are necessary to succeed. Students will develop a critical understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the American political system, as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

Course Objectives-students will cover;

· The constitutional underpinnings of the United States government

· Political beliefs and political behaviors

· Political parties, interest groups, and mass media

· The institutions of national government

· Public policy

· Civil rights and civil liberties

· Analyzing and interpreting data and other information relevant to U.S. government and politics

Use of Graphs, Maps and Charts

Students are tested on their understanding of quantitative and visually presented information (maps and graphs) at regular intervals in the quiz assignments.

Grading

Student progress for six-week grading cycles will be evaluated as follows

Unit exams 

         50%

Reading quizzes 
         15%

Free Response Questions     20%

Essay / writing assignments 15%

Required district semester exams count as 25% of the semester grade.   

Unit exams are a combination of objective and Free Response questions.

Free Response Questions

Students hear all sorts of terrible tales concerning Free Response Questions (FRQ). In fact with practice students quickly realize FRQs are not that difficult. A FRQ along with other writing assignments are parts of most units. There will be an early lesson on thesis development and the first FRQ will be in outline form. FRQs will be assigned as weekend homework or as in-class work.   

AP Rubrics (handouts) will be used in grading FRQs.

Office hours

I an usually be found in my classroom daily from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM. I can also be reached by email, school phone equipped with an answering machine, or local phone (I am in the book). Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or problems.

Course Texts and Readings

The primary course text is Government in America. Other works are used for handouts to illustrate and bring clarity to daily lessons and to produce homework assignments.

Edwards, George C. III, Martin P. Wattenberg, and Robert L. Lineberry. Government in America: People, Politics and Policy, 11th ed. New York: Longman, 2004.

.

Bratt, Nancy E. Jeanne M. Kish, and Holly J. Shafer. Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics, Book 1. Center for Learning, 2007. 

Benedict, James A., Kenneth J. Kocab, Daniel S. Ludlum, and Holly J. Shafer. Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics, Book 1. Center for Learning, 2007.

Woll, Peter. American Government Readings and Cases, 15th ed. New York: Longman, 2003.

Other Materials

Assigned and used in class: articles from current newspapers, such as the New York Times, Washington Post or Wall Street Journal; news magazine excerpts from Time, Newsweek or the Economist, news footage and documentaries; C-SPAN and current events materials from various Web sites.

Current Events

Students are responsible for keeping up with the daily events in the nation and world. Students will need to skim the front-page sections of the Washington Post or Washington Times, Austin Statesman and Caller Times, Listen to a various radio and news programs or access reliable online sources so as to be exposed to various political viewpoints. Suggested media sources are; CNN, NPR, MSNBC, and Fox.

Political Cartoons

This class will make extensive use of current political cartoons to emphasis current political trends and to point out bias. 

Course Outline  

Unit 1: Constitutional Foundations (1 week)

  
Constitutional underpinnings of U.S. Government (considerations that influenced

            the formulation and adoption of the U.S. Constitution; separation of powers, 

            federalism; theories of democratic government.)


Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (development of civil liberties and civil rights by

 judicial interpretation; knowledge of substantive rights and liberties; impact of 

the fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and

 liberties.)

Readings; 

Edwards, et al chapters 2,3: The Constitution, “Federalism”

Woll, John Locke (Second Treatise excerpts)

Woll chapter 1: “Federalist Papers”, “How Not to Read the Constitution”pp.47-51,  

Federalist Paper 10 pp. 165-166, Federalist Paper 51 pp.51-53, Marbury v. Madison pp.410-412

Bratt, The Founding Fathers pp 63-71

Benedict, Articles of Confederation: Strengths and Weaknesses Lesson 9    


Major Assignments and Assessments:

1. Free Response Question (FRQ) homework practice, critique in class

2. Founding Fathers; student research on three signers of the Constitution and present two-minute bio. Format provided.

3. Articles of Confederation: Strengths and Weaknesses chart 

3.   Weekly reading quizzes (as needed)

4.   Weekly writing exercise

Film clip; Founding Fathers (12 minutes)

Unit 2 Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (2 weeks)

        Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (development of civil rights and

          liberties by judicial interpretation; knowledge of substantive rights

          and liberties; the impact of the fourteenth Amendment on the

          constitutional development of rights and liberties.)

Readings: 

Edwards chapters 4, 5; “Civil Liberties and Public Policy”, Civil Rights and Public Policy”

U.S. Bill of Rights

Excerpts from selected U.S. Supreme Court cases

Woll; Chapter 3; Gideon v. Wainwright, Reno v. ACLU, Brown v. Board of Education of

          Topeka, Engle v. Vitale, City of Borne v. Flores, Roe v. Wade, Adarand

         Constructors Inc. v. Pena, Shaw, v. Reno, Abrams v. Johnson, Zelman v. 

         Simmons-Harris.  

Benedict, Due Process of Law: The Exclusionary Rule, lesson 36 pp.221-230


    Applied Affirmative Action, lesson 37 pp. 231-238

                The Flag Burning Amendment, lesson 38 pp. 239-246

Protest Movements: An Examination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., lesson 39 

pp. 247-252 

Film Clip; Eyes On the Prize (20 min)

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Free Response Question (FRQ) 

2. Student Case presentations, format provided

3. Benedict lesson 36 Exclusionary Rule 

Students research and present Supreme Court cases that are related to the exclusionary rule. Students read Caleb Nelson article and determine his thesis and write a brief summary taking a position on Nelson’s proposed alternative.

4. Applied Affirmative Action

Students complete and discuss affirmative action survey, trace development of affirmative action by researching key events, and analyze the University of Michigan affirmative action cases focusing on the viewpoints of both sides in theses cases. Finally students write a one-page essay on the possible effects of abolishing affirmative action.

5. Flag Burning Amendment

Students read and analyze a historical overview of flag desecration  concentrating on two important Supreme Court decisions in 1989 and 1990. Students then compare and analyze opinion articles for and against the flag burning amendment and finally write an editorial supporting their view point.

6. Protest Movements

Students read King’s “I have a Dream” speech, discuss the merits and effectiveness of nonviolent protest and determine if selected citizen groups would support or oppose King. Students then select a current protest movement of today and discuss the methods used by that group.

7.    Weekly reading quizzes (as needed)

8.   Chapters 2-5 test

Unit 3 Political Parties and the Public (2 weeks)


Political beliefs and behaviors of individuals (beliefs that citizens hold about their

           government and its leaders; processes by which citizens learn about politics;

           nature sources and consequences of public opinion; ways in which citizens vote

           and otherwise participate in political life, factors that influence citizens to differ

           from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors) 


Readings: 

Edwards, Chapters 6-8, , “Public Opinion and Political Action”, “Mass Media and

                Political Agenda”, “Political Parties” pp.173-263

Woll: Chapter 4: “Theory of Critical Elections pp. 188-191

                            “Democratic Practice and Democratic Theory” pp.205

 Benedict; Are Younger Voters Really Apathetic, lesson 9, pp.49-62

   
     Political Tolerance, lesson 11, pp. 61-62


     Political Culture: A Self-Evaluation, lesson 12, pp.63-64

                 Liberals and Conservatives, lesson 14, pp.71-78 

Bratt, The Structure of Political Parties, lesson 13 pp.117-120

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Homework FQR

2.  Are Younger Voters Really Apathetic?

     Students read and analyze U.S. Census Bureau tables from the 2004 election.

    They then read an article about student voter apathy, answer questions and

    participate in a class discussion. Students then research to find out if other

    countries have similar problems with young voter apathy.

3. Political Culture: A Self-Evaluation 

    Students answer a simple questionnaire that deals with current political climate.

    Questions are designed to solicit a response that can viewed in depth

     culminating in a bar graph of political beliefs.

4. Political Tolerance

    Students fill out a survey dealing with political tolerance. Students separate into

   groups depending on their answers, discuss survey results and react to what the

   survey reveals.

5. Liberals and Conservatives

    Students take test to determine their political ideology, and are then divided

    into groups based on answers. Student groups are given a list of policy

    differences between liberals and conservatives. Each group determines which

    position they support and why. Next, students read an article dealing with both

    liberal and conservative positions, then write and essay analyzing each position.

6. Structure of Political Parties  

                Students define the members of a political party and place them on a graphic

               organizer in the form of a pyramid.


7. Reading Quizzes (as needed)

8. FRQ practice


9. Test over chapters 6-8

Unit 4 Campaigning and Elections (3 weeks)

 Political parties, interest groups, mass media: mechanisms that facilitate the

 communication of interests and preferences by like-minded citizens (political

 parties and elections, interest groups [including PACs], mass media

Readings: 

Edwards, Chapters 9-11, “Nominations and Campaigns”, “Elections and Voting Behavior”, “Interest Groups”, pp. 264-320

Woll, Chapter 4, “New York Times v. Sullivan”, pp. 248  

                           “Buckley v. Valeo”, pp.252 

                           “Responsible Electorate”, pp. 213

                           “ Myths and Realities About the Bipartisan Campaign Reform

                             Act of 2002” ,pp232-238  

          Chapter 5, “The Misplaced Obsession With PACS” pp. 244

          Chapter 8, “ Media Power and Congressional Power” pp. 360 

Benedict, Campaign Financing, lesson 16, pp. 87-90

                Evaluating Voting Patterns: Understanding the Voter Paradox, lesson

                17, pp.91-94 

                Differences in Voting Patterns: The Political Gender Gap, lesson 18, 

                pp. 95-98


    Demographics of Voters, lesson 19, pp. 99-102

                Impact of Mass Media: Analyzing a Debate, lesson 20, pp.103-109

                Financing a Presidential Campaign, lesson 21, pp11-119

Bratt, Third Parties, lesson 31, pp.157-160

          Election Laws, lesson 33, pp.163-168

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Practice FRQs

2. Reading quizzes (as needed)

3. Campaign Financing

Students study the current law on campaign financing using a chart from the Federal Election Commission and answer a series of questions concluding with an editorial on Independent expenditures

4. Evaluating Voting Patterns: Understanding the Voter Paradox

Students examine a statistical view of what is known as the voting paradox. After working through an example, students should produce counterarguments as to why the U.S. continually perpetuates a two-party system.   

5. Differences in Voting Patterns: The Political Gender Gap

Students analyze data on the gender gap. By researching data from an election, students evaluate gender-based voting patterns along with the outcome of the election.

6. Demographics of Voters

Students create a list of potential target groups based on census information. Students designate themselves as campaign managers for either Democratic or republican party. Using the Census Bureau information, students create a list of target groups for their candidate.

7. Impact of Mass Media: Analyzing a Debate

Students are involved in an analysis of the first Kennedy-Nixon debate. Students are given a transcript of the debate but names are omitted. Students will judge who has the best ideas/platform based on wording alone. After students have completed the reading and declared a winner the candidates ill be revealed. Next students will view a video of the debate and be asked to determine again who the believed was the winner.

8. Financing a Presidential Campaign

Students review a list of major campaign donors to both parties in the 2004 presidential election. They research the top 10 donors to find commonalities and differences. Finally students choose one company on which to focus and report to the class if any legislation / promises have been made to that if the “right” candidate gets elected. Students determine what the company gains by donating to a candidate.

9. Third Parties

Students read an article on Jesse Ventura and apply the readings to make generalizations about all third parties. Students list positive and negative inferences of third parties, and chart is provided.  

10. Election Laws

Students read and interpret data on voter registration. Next students examine local election results to determine patterns in electing black southern legislators. To conclude students discuss whether the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was the most important civil rights legislation ever passed. 


11. Test over chapters 9-11

Unit 5 Institutions of National Government: the Congress (1 week)


The workings of the legislative process; the functions and powers of Congress;

             the relationship to other branches of government under the Constitution; and the

            change and evaluation of congressional powers as a result of specific events in

            American history. 

Readings


Edwards, Chapters 12,  “Congress”, pp. 352-387

           Woll, Chapter 8, Federalist Papers 53, 56, 57, 58, 62, pp.332-337


Bratt, Analyzing a Filibuster, lesson 26, pp. 139-140 

Major Assignments and Assessments

1 .Reading quiz

2. FRQ

3. Analyzing a Filibuster

    Concepts of filibuster and cloture are introduced. Students research and share

   examples of filibusters. As a class they evaluate and determine the effectiveness

   of the tactic. To conclude they discuss whether the use of filibusters should be

   eliminated.   

Unit 6 Institutions of National Government; Presidency, Bureaucracy,

           and Federal Budget (3 weeks)

          Understand the functions and powers of the executive branch; formal and informal

             powers, its relationship to other branches of government under the Constitution;

            the change and evolution of the executive branch and the bureaucracy as a result

            of specific events in American history; the relationship between national

            government and state and local government bureaucracies, and the role of the

            bureaucracy in formulating the federal budget. Who controls the bureaucracy: the

            president? Congress? The People? Does a large permanent professional

            bureaucracy serve democracy? 

Readings


Edwards, Chapters 13, 14, 15, “The Presidency”, The Congress, The President,

                           and the Budget: The Politics of Taxing and Spending”, The Federal

                           Bureaucracy”, pp 392-493 


Woll, Federalist Paper 70, pp, 266-267

                      “Presidential Power,” “Presidential Character,” pp. 274-286


           All of chapter 7 all selections from current news stories about

                       bureaucracy.


Benedict, Why Great Individuals Do Not Always Become President, lesson 23, 

                            pp. 133-140



    The White House Office, lesson 25, pp. 147-150



    Wilson’s Four Point of Public Policy, lesson 28, pp. 169-170



    Bureaucratic Pathology, lesson 29, pp173-175



    Federalism: National versus State Expectations, lesson 30, pp. 177-180

Major assignments and Assessments

1. FRQs

2. Reading quizzes as needed

3. Why Great Individuals Do Not Always Become President

Students read and analyze two articles on the selecting of presidential candidates. Both articles concede that the emphasis is on winning, not governing, but the two articles disagree on why the system ends up with certain candidates and not others. The articles are written 100 years apart, yet are relevant to each other. Student then answer a series of short answer questions.    

4. The White House Office

Students analyze two main type of White House organization by examining the Carter and Clinton presidencies. They then organize their own White House staff. Finally they analyze the effectiveness of the organizational chart of the current White House.


5.  Wilson’s Four Point of Public Policy 

Students learn about the public policy theory of James Q. Wilson. They identify specific examples of theory. Students will become familiar with the use of the terms cost, benefit, majoritarian politics, interest group politics, client politics, and entrepreneurial politics  

6.   Bureaucratic Pathology 

Students learn the 5 major categories of bureaucratic pathology and identify examples of these categories. Finally students write an essay analyzing one of these examples using James Q, Wilson’s ideas.

7. Federalism: National versus State Expectations

Students define federalism as it relates to the national government and state government. Students create a Venn diagram depicting each federalist concept and find commonalities within them.


8.  Test over chapters 12-14

Unit 7 The Federal Courts (1 week)


What role do the courts play in interpreting the Constitution and implementing

            public policy? Are the courts “guilty” as some critics charge, of supplanting the

            legislative and executive branches by legislating from the bench? What is the

            proper role for the judicial branch in the public policy process? What is the

            evolving relationship between the courts and “civil right”? 

Readings


Edwards, Chapter 16 ‘The Federal Courts’ pp 502-538


Woll, Chapter 9:all   


Benedict, Reapportionment; Under Court  Control? Lesson 22, pp. 117-130

       
Bratt, Judicial Activism, lesson 27, pp.141-142

                      Military Justice, lesson 28, pp.143-148


          Supreme Court and the Right to Die, lesson 38, pp. 185-188

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. Reading quiz as needed

2. Test over chapters 15 and 16

3. Reapportionment; Under Court Control?

Students read and discuss an article about congressional redistricting. They also read and analyze a summary of the Shaw v Reno and Bush v Vera cases, which both deal with racial gerrymandering. Students examine the gerrymandering situation in Texas and the involvement of representative Tom Delay. Finally, students write an essay on the following topic: “How the equal Protection Clause in the Constitution Can Be Used to Combat Racial and Ethnic Gerrymandering”

4. Judicial Activism

Students practice short answer format used in AP exam by answering a series of focus questions bases on a quotation from Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan on judicial activism.

5. Military Justice (time permitting)

Students compare the procedure in a military tribunal with that of a civilian trial. They explore the circumstances surrounding the Port Chicago magazine explosion, which led to a mutiny among African-American sailors. To conclude, students whether racism still exists  to a large degree today, and what they can do to effect social and political change in the United States. 

6. Supreme Court and the Right to Die

Students examine their feelings about physician-assisted suicide, They read excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court decision, Gonzales v Oregon. They Write an editorial either supporting or opposing the decision rendered by the Court. 

Unit 8 Public Policy (3 weeks)


Public Policy (policy making in a federal system, the formation of policy

agenda, the role of institutions in the enactment of policy, the role of

bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation,

linkages) 

Readings: 


Edwards, Chapters 17, 18, 19, 20: “Economic Policymaking,” “Social Welfare

            Policymaking,” “Policymaking for Healthcare and the Environment,” “Foreign

            and Defense Policymaking” 


Bratt, The Creation of a Political Action Committee, lesson 34, pp.171-172

                      Alternative Energy Sources, lesson 35, pp.173-175


          Environmental Regulatory Legislation, lesson 36, pp.175-177


          War Powers Resolution of 1973, lesson 37, pp.177-184


Benedict, States Respond to Federal Cuts- Privatization, lesson 3, pp.13-15

Major Assignments and Assessments

1. FQRs

2. Reading quizzes as needed

3. Test over chapters 17-20

4. The Creation of a Political Action Committee 

Students identify a common cause, pool their resources, and create a political action committee with the purpose of influencing legislative behavior. Students will work in 2-4 groups. 

5. Alternative Energy Sources

Students work in groups of three or four. Each group selects an energy source listed on the rubric / instruction handout. Each group then prepares and delivers a presentation on the viability of their selected alternative energy source. Students will look to current legislation and regulations concerning tax incentives and EPA regulations.

6. Environmental Regulatory Legislation

Each student will research and deliver a two-minute presentation on major federal legislation concerning the environment and health issues. Legislation topics will be provided and concentrate on those issues greatly impacting our island and the Texas Coastal Bend.

7. War Powers Resolution of 1973

Students will determine the main points of the War Powers Resolution. They discuss whether the power to deploy American troops should be placed in the hands of the president without congressional oversight. Students will also review and discuss various proposed various funding resolutions influenced by the war in Iraq. 

8. States Respond to Federal Cuts- Privatization

Students define the process of privatization and why local government is forced to privatize. Students also learn that “local diversity” as a justification for privatization. Students will list various functions of government and list the provider of the service. Source of information must be included.

AP Exam Reviews


In-class reviews will be held three weeks before the May examination. 

