English IV Advanced Placement:  Language and Composition

Course Overview for 2007-2008

Melanie Mayer

1st six weeks

A. Composition

a. Purpose, audience, processes, form

b. Personal narrative

c. Descriptive

d. Short creative writing

e. Style analysis – rhetorical devices such as tone, diction, detail

B. Vocabulary/terms

a. Handouts:  fallacies, logic, argument, literary terms

b. Handbook of terms

C. Literature

a. Crime and Punishment – outside reading, with activities, group, writing, analysis
b. History of English language through Middle Ages

c. Beowulf ,  with activities, creative writing

2nd Six Weeks:

A. Composition

a. Documented argument papers

b. Intros and conclusions

c. Research skills, sourcebook materials

d. style analysis – rhetorical devices such as sentence structure, organization, point of view

e. AP tests; timed writing

B. Vocabulary

a. Various handouts

b. Handbook of terms

C. Literature

a. A Tale of Two Cities

b. Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales
c. Ballads, medieval romance, other

3rd Six Weeks

A. Composition

a. Expository

1. Cause and effect

2. Comparison/contrast

b. Summaries

c. Style analysis essays

d. Timed writings

e. Non-fiction analysis

f. Responding to literature

B. Vocabulary/terms

C. Literature

a. British Literature

i. Wuthering Heights

ii. Renaissance and Shakespeare introduction

iii. Renaissance literature up to Macbeth
4th Six Weeks

A. Composition

a. Responding to literature: journals, group, discussion about writing, analysis

b. Style and rhetorical analysis of variety of works

c. Comparing literature:  style, theme, other

B. Vocabulary/terms

C. Literature

a. Drama

i. Macbeth (from last semester’s Renaissance study)

ii. History, background, techniques and style

iii. Death of a Salesman

iv. Others from text


b. British Lit:  Jane Eyre
5th Six Weeks

A. Composition

a. Expository writing

b. Creative writing

c. Critical analysis with documentation

d. Practice AP essays and tests

B. Vocabulary/terms

C. Literature

a. Novel Selections from lists of authors for presentation to class

b. Short Stories and non-fiction from recommended readings

6th Six Weeks

A. Composition

a. Various – address any areas of weakness or not covered thoroughly throughout the year

b. Senior essay;  senior poem

c. Literary analysis

d. bio

B. Vocabulary/terms

C. Literature:  

a. Bless Me, Ultima and Joy Luck Club

b. World Literature selections for analysis

c. Poetry from recommended authors to accompany novels

