Policies and Procedures

IPC, Chemistry, Environmental Science

Port Aransas High School

2007-2008

Instructor:
Ms. Jill Smith

E-mail:

jsmith@paisd.net
Phone:

(361) 749-1206 ext.394

Conference:
1st & 8th period 

Supplies:

3-ring binder (no smaller than 1”) or folder with brads and pockets AND notebook paper

Small spiral notebook or Composition book

Pens AND pencils 

Calculator (optional)
Textbooks:

Integrated Physics and Chemistry, Glencoe McGraw Hill, 2002.

Chemistry in the Community, American Chemical Society, W.H. Freeman & Co., 2002.

Global Science, John W. Christensen, Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 2000

Additional literature and instruction is expected and will be provided by the instructor.

Grades IPC:                Chemistry:      Env.Sci:             

25% - Tests                   25%                  25%

25% - Daily Work         20%                  25%

15% - Quizzes               15%                  

25% - Lab                      20%                  25%

10% - Homework          10%

Field Trip Participation 10%    Projects  25%       

Participation:

All students are required to cooperate and collaborate with peers in the classroom and the laboratory setting (when appropriate) (.  This will help to create a successful learning environment.

Labs:

The State of Texas mandates that instructional time will be done in a laboratory setting.  Some units will have more labs than others, but all topics will be studied through hands-on investigations.  

Attendance:
If students are aware that they will be missing my class beforehand, they should inform me at least a day prior to their absence.  

All students, whether it was a planned absence or a sudden illness/emergency, will be able to pick up makeup work for the day/s they missed.

Students who have unexcused absences will receive 70% of the grade they earn on their make-up assignments.

Missed tests will be taken on the day the student returns to school.

Test Corrections:

Students may perform test corrections on exams if they received less than 70%.  Test corrections are to be done in class during tutorials, and will raise the student’s grade to no more than half the available points. For example, if the student made a 60% on a test, there are 40 available points.  If all corrections are made, done well and are accurate the student will be awarded half the available points, 20 points.  No more than three tests can be corrected in a year.  Semester, six-weeks, benchmarks and certain other tests may not be corrected.  There are no corrections on quizzes or other assignments.

Late Work

A student is allowed to turn in late work without penalty if he/she has an excused absence.  Students are allowed the same number of days for making up work, as they were absent.  For example, students missing two days of school will be allowed two days to make up the work.   Otherwise students will be penalized 10 points a day for their late work.  Late work will be taken no more than three days late; at that point the student receives a zero for the assignment. 

Homework is frequently, but not always, a completion grade and just a sincere effort will earn you credit.  

No credit will be given for late homework unless you are sick the day it was collected.  

Academic Dishonesty:

I am aware that some students are very clever and that their methods of cheating are numerous.  

If I have evidence that a student has cheated on any assignment, quiz, test, or lab they will receive a zero and parents will be contacted.  As you have heard before, cheaters are only cheating themselves.  Students will be scattered throughout the room on test days to minimize temptation.

Tardiness, Hall Passes, Dismissal

All students arriving after the tardy bell, regardless of the reason, will sign in.  If you are coming from another teacher’s room, bring a note.  Any student requesting to leave the room must sign out.  All such requests are inherently disruptive and should be avoided.  At the sound of the bell signaling the end of our class time, please remember that I am the one to release you, not the bell.

Keeping Track of Yourself:

I wish to maintain high standards in my classroom, but I am also aware that the class may be challenging at times.  Please make sure that you are communicating with me about your difficulties so that I may help you before it becomes a detriment to your grade. 

I am available after school Monday through Thursday for tutorials.  If you can, let me know you’ll be here.

Substitute Teachers:

Students are required to behave in an exemplary manner in my absence.  An assignment will be given, due at the end of the class.  No late work accepted and it may be scored as a test grade. 

