HONORS CHEMISTRY I OVERVIEW

Required Materials


Loose leaf paper for homework

Notebook to keep homework, quizzes, and tests

Calculator-one with log key. If you aren’t taking a math class you will have to buy your own, about $8.

Grading
Homework

10%

 Quizzes


20%

Lab Reports

20%

Tests


50%

Absences

1.  For excused absences, homework assignments that were due the first day you were absent are due the day you return.  You will not be reminded to turn them in. You have one day for each day absent to make up other homework. 

2.  For one-day absences on a day a test or quiz is given, the tests are to be made up before or after school on the day you return.  For longer absences, you have one day for each day absent to make up the test at my convenience. If you are absent only one day before a test or quiz, you will take the test or quiz with the rest of the class.  You should check your practice test against my answer key before school that day.

3.  Field trips and UIL sporting events, etc. are not absences.  In general, any absence that you should know about in advance is expected to be completed including all missed tests and quizzes before class on the day you return.  If you forget to come in to take a quiz or test before our next class meeting you will receive a zero. You are expected to work ahead for these events and ask questions before you leave. If you have a conflict, discuss it with me outside of class in advance.

Homework

Homework is assigned frequently. It will be due on the date listed on the syllabus. Turn your homework in at the beginning of the class in the in-box for honors chemistry.  Then be seated before the tardy bell rings. 
Quizzes

Announced quizzes are listed in your syllabus.  They usually take about 10 minutes.   

Lab Reports
Labs from the back of the textbook will be FORMAL.  This means that you come to class on the day of the experiment with your Hypothesis, Materials, and Procedure already written.  Paraphrase the hypothesis and procedure in your own words. Procedures should be only one short paragraph in length. After the lab day you will add the answers to all questions in the lab (omit extensions). These answers should contain the question and show all calculations. All other labs are INFORMAL. This mean you fill out all questions on the lab paper completely.  Make sure to show all calculations. Numerical answers without work shown will be counted wrong.  Change the materials if I have indicated we will use something different or omit a section. Your data may be the same as your lab partner’s report, but you don’t copy each other’s results and conclusions. If you are absent for a lab you will probably have to make the lab up before school without the help of a lab partner.  This isn’t a lot of fun, so try not to be absent on lab days.

Tests

There will usually be one test per chapter.  That means 2-3 tests every six-week grading period.

Safety

Everyone must obey the safety rules explained in the first lab.  Anyone not following these rules will not be allowed in the laboratory and receive a zero for the lab report. This includes not wearing safety goggles correctly.

Honors Credit

This is a seven-point weighted class.  The grade used to average your GPA and average for honor society is seven more than the grade reported on your report card and transcript. Your report card must still report a 70 to pass the class. 

